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Introduction 

This booklet is intended to give you a brief guide to the Religious Studies A 

Level, as well as to provide you with some activities that will help you prepare 

for the course, and some useful websites. If you have any questions about the 

course, the information in the booklet, or the activities, then please do get in 

touch by emailing me at dpowell@chapeltownacademy.com. 

 

Why study Religious Studies at A Level? 

Philosophy means ‘love of wisdom’, and is the study of the fundamental nature 

of knowledge, reality and existence. In the Religious Studies A Level we ask 

questions, and think about and probe the answers we receive. As such, rather 

than a subject to be learned, Religious Studies, Philosophy and Ethics is an 

activity. 

In this subject you will learn analytical and communication skills, as you will 

examine key philosophical ideas, and then present your own interpretation of 

these ideas, in both written and verbal form. You will also develop your powers 

of reasoning, improve your ability to critique the views of others, and learn 

both how to get to the heart of an issue, and to distinguish it from less 

important matters. 

The OCR Religious Studies A Level Course 

There are three sections to the OCR Religious Studies A Level course: 

• Philosophy of religion 

• Ethics 

• Developments in Christian thought 

The topics listed on the following page are some of the themes we will examine 

as part of the course, along with a few of the questions that we will attempt to 

answer.  
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Area Topics Questions 
Philosophy of 
religion 

• The existence of God 

• Soul, mind and body 

• Ancient philosophical 
influences 

 

What is the mind/soul? 
Is the mind/soul separate 
from the body? 
Is the soul a spiritual 
substance? 
Does God exist? 
How can we know if God 
exists? 
Do we need to know if God 
exists? 

Ethics • Utilitarianism 

• Business ethics 

• Conscience 

How do we know what is 
right and wrong? 
What do we mean by the 
terms ‘right’ and ‘wrong’? 
If a bad actions brings 
happiness to people, does 
that make it a good action? 
Do businesses have a 
responsibility towards the 
community and the 
environment? 

Development 
in Christian 
thought 

• Death and the 
Afterlife 

• Christian moral 
principles 

• Gender and society 

Is there life after death? 
Are heaven and hell actual, 
physical places, or spiritual 
states? 
Are Christian ethics 
distinctive? 
What are the Christian 
responses to changing views 
of gender and gender roles? 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Activities 

Activity 1 

Scenario: I’m on school lunch duty and I see and hear a girl saying nasty things 

to another girl while they’re eating their shepherd’s pie. 

 

 

 

Questions:  

1. Why is it OK, and my duty, to tell her off for being unkind?  

2. Why is it not OK for me to tell her off for eating meat (I’m vegetarian)?  

And then have a think about the following: 

1. Which, if any, of our beliefs are ‘just a matter of personal preference’ 

and which, if any, refer to some kind of absolute fact? 

2. Should we leave others to their ‘personal preference’ in matters of 

religious belief, or are some religious beliefs right and others wrong in an 

absolute sense?  

3. Is there an ultimate truth, an absolute right and wrong, about religious 

truth claims?  

4. At what point, if any, does one culture have the right to tell another 

‘you’re doing it wrong’ over matters of religion and ethics?  

5. To what extent, if at all, do people have an obligation to share their 

religious faith with others – or should we keep our beliefs to ourselves 

and try and respect the views of others even if we think they’ll miss out 

on going to heaven? 

 



Activity 2 

Get to know some of the philosophers you will meet during your A level 

course, by listening to one or more of the following programmes: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr 

(They are quite long and heavyweight, don’t worry if this activity isn’t for you.) 

Practice your note-making skills by pausing and writing a summary of what 

you’ve heard so far. Think about whether you agree with what the philosopher 

is saying. If you don’t agree, what are your reasons for disagreeing? 

Listen to whatever takes your interest. The following are particularly relevant 

for the Religious Studies A Level: 

Plato’s Republic      St Thomas Aquinas 

 Augustine     The Ontological Argument 

The Soul     Kant 

Utilitarianism    William James 

Empiricism     David Hume 

Logical Positivism    Mill 

 

Activity 3 

Research the issue of euthanasia, looking at the legal issues and real-life cases. 

Scenario: The Government has decided to review the idea of legalising 
voluntary euthanasia in the UK.  Write a letter to the Parliament to persuade 
them to make euthanasia legal in the UK or to keep it illegal.  Your letter must 
include: Your viewpoint on why euthanasia is moral or immoral and why you 
believe it, real life example cases to support your idea and the benefits you 
believe keeping euthanasia illegal/legal would have for the future. 

Key terms to include: 
• sanctity of life 
• quality of life 
• voluntary euthanasia 
• non-voluntary euthanasia 
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Useful Websites 

The following websites are all useful resources in preparing you for your 

Religious Studies A Level: 

https://peped.org/philosophicalinvestigations/philosophy/as-a2/doing-

philosophy/ - This site is aimed at those studying the Religious Studies A Level, 

and has simple summaries and further reading for each topic.  

https://thepanpsycast.com/home - Free podcasts on Philosophy and Ethics. 

https://plato.stanford.edu/ - The Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy. 

https://www.iep.utm.edu/ - The Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy. 

https://www.youtube.com/ - There are plenty of videos about Philosophy, 

Ethics and Religion here – just search for a philosopher or an idea that interests 

you, and get viewing! 
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