
A Level Sociology

Preparing to study



Perhaps most fundamentally of all, sociology enables us to understand 
ourselves. The way that we think, behave, and feel, indeed our very sense 
of identity, is socially produced. People often speak of human nature as 
though deep within us there lies some reservoir of natural impulses that 
determine the way that we behave. There is, however, no such thing as 
human nature, for the way that we think, behave, and feel is shaped by 
what sociologists call the process of socialization. This provides us with 
language, gives us our values and beliefs, establishes our identity, and so 
turns us into members of society.

In creating a greater understanding of the way that society shapes people, 
sociology can also help them to liberate themselves. In his Invitation to 
Sociology (1963), Peter Berger argues that sociology can help people to 
take charge of their lives by making them aware of their situation in society 
and the forces acting upon them. Instead of seeing the way they live as 
natural or inevitable, they learn that it is socially constructed. By discovering 
the workings of society, they gain an understanding of how this process 
takes place... Sociology can then enable you to understand and explain 
the world you live in and your situation in it.

Source: Fulcher, J. and Scott, J. (1999) Sociology, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 4-6 

Sociology is the study of societies and the 
way that they shape people's behaviour; 
beliefs, and identity... Probably the most 
important thing about sociology is that it 
enables us to make sense of the rapidly 
changing world that we live in. 

Some of the main changes that we have 
seen recently in Britain have been:
•an economic transformation, as old 
industries have declined and service 
occupations have rapidly expanded 
•changes in family life as more people 
have begun to live on their  own, more 
women have found employment in paid 
work, and divorce rates have continued to 
rise 
•the transformation of work by information 
technology and the spread of more flexible 
and less secure forms of part-time and 
temporary work 
•increasing inequalities as more people 
have experienced poverty and exclusion, 
and the gap has widened between rich 
and poor...

WHAT 

IS 

SOCIOLOGY?



WHY STUDY 

SOCIOLOGY?

PHILOSOPHERS 
HAVE ONLY 
INTERPRETED 
THE WORLD IN 
DIFFERENT WAYS; 
THE POINT IS TO 
CHANGE IT”KARL 
MARX

“People who like to 

avoid shocking 

discoveries should 

stay away from 

sociology”  Peter L. 

Berger



Job Opportunities

• Crime analyst

• Lawyer

• Paralegal

• Law clerk

• Police officer

• Probation officer

• Domestic violence 
victim advocate

• Social service case 
worker

• Community organizer

• Non-profit 
administration

• Health care service 
administration

• Journalism

• Counselling

• Human resource 
manager

• Market researchers and 
advertiser

• Teacher

• Survey researcher

• Professor

• Policy analyst

There are lots of 
potential career 

opportunities available 
with a sociology 

qualification, some 
examples of these are 

listed below…



Course Information

Year 1

Theory and Methods

Education

Families and Households

Year 2

Theory and Methods

Media in Society

Crime and Deviance

The specification can be found here: 
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/spe
cifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF 

Ensure you read the content for each topic so you get a more 
details idea about the expectations of the course before you 
arrive in September

Tutor

Natalie Johnson

njohnson@chapeltown-mlt.co.um

Lesley Norton

Lnorton@chapeltown-mlt.co.uk

https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF
https://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/sociology/specifications/AQA-7191-7192-SP-2015.PDF
mailto:njohnson@chapeltown-mlt.co.um
mailto:Lnorton@chapeltown-mlt.co.uk


Wider Reading

One of the best ways you stand out during your Sixth Form studies is through the 
amount of independent study you undertake outside of the classroom. Regardless of 
your future plans, the ability to extend yourself and research independently into your 
interests is an invaluable skill – this will support your university applications and/or future 
job applications and interviews.

At A Level Sociology it is expected that you can demonstrate that you have been 
partaking in wider reading.  

Below is a list of books/journals and websites you could utilise before and throughout 
the course.

Magazines/journals 

Key magazines would include: 

Sociology Review  https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/sociologyreview

New Internationalist https://newint.org/

The New Statesmen https://www.newstatesman.com/uk

The Economist https://www.economist.com/

Newspapers

All newspapers are valuable resources for students. A number of key newspapers have 

sociologists writing articles, and cover stories in a very sociological in-depth way.  Key 

newspapers include: 

The Guardian https://www.theguardian.com/uk

The Independent https://www.independent.co.uk/

The Times https://www.thetimes.co.uk/

The Telegraph https://www.telegraph.co.uk/

The Financial Times https://www.ft.com/

Television 

Almost all television programmes have sociological value. From soaps & Love Island to 

current affairs and documentaries. Ones to look out for include: 

Panorama (BBC1) https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t14n

Channel 4 documentaries  https://www.channel4.com/categories/documentaries

Netflix https://www.thesociologyteacher.com/single-post/2018/03/30/Top-8-Netflix-

Shows-you-Need-to-Watch-AND-Count-as-Sociology-Revision-and-Further-Reading

Other useful websites 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology

http://www.discoversociology.co.uk/

https://www.ted.com/

https://nextstepsstudy.org.uk/

https://www.ons.gov.uk/

https://www.thesociologicalreview.com/

Ensure that you have participated in some sociology 
preparation reading using the links below… 

https://www.hoddereducation.co.uk/sociologyreview
https://newint.org/
https://www.newstatesman.com/uk
https://www.economist.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/uk
https://www.independent.co.uk/
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
https://www.ft.com/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t14n
https://www.channel4.com/categories/documentaries
https://www.thesociologyteacher.com/single-post/2018/03/30/Top-8-Netflix-Shows-you-Need-to-Watch-AND-Count-as-Sociology-Revision-and-Further-Reading
https://www.thesociologyteacher.com/single-post/2018/03/30/Top-8-Netflix-Shows-you-Need-to-Watch-AND-Count-as-Sociology-Revision-and-Further-Reading
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology
http://www.discoversociology.co.uk/
https://www.ted.com/
https://nextstepsstudy.org.uk/
https://www.ons.gov.uk/
https://www.thesociologicalreview.com/


Preparation Tasks

• Read the specification (link on page 5)

• Watch and make notes on this video:

• Current affairs: How has the COVID-19 outbreak 
impacted society? Use online news articles to help you. You must 
consider the following:

• Education

• Family

• Crime 

• Beliefs

• Read each of the following statements
• Explain which one you most agree with and why.

• Explain which one you least agree with and why.

https://www.youtube.com/

watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio

• Men dominate.
• Gender inequalities exist.
• Women are 

systematically 
disadvantaged.

• All men hate women 
some of the time. Some 
men hate women all of 
the time.

• Women are oppressed
• Society exists in a state of 

balance.
• Society works for the 

benefit of all.

• Structures in society exist 
to help people and the 
smooth operation of 
society.

• We live in a democracy.
• People are judged only 

in terms of their merit / 
skills / intelligence.

• Life is unfair.
• People are not paid 

enough.
• The world is run for a very 

small group of people.
• Most people cannot see 

that they spend their 
entire lives being 
exploited.

• Our current system for 
organising the economy 
does not work. 

 

The study of Sociology enables you to be reflective and critical of 
the world you live in and the systems you follow, practising these 

skills is hugely beneficial to your understanding and undertaking of 
the course.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YnCJU6PaCio
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